
 

 
 
Admissions procedure for disabled applicants, including those with 
specific learning differences such as dyslexia, and/or a long-term 
medical condition  
 
Educational institutions have a duty under the Equality Act (2010) to make ‘reasonable 
adjustments’ to enable disabled people to study effectively. 
 
The University makes adjustments in anticipation of disabled students’ support requirements, 
for example, improving physical access to buildings and enhancing academic learning 
materials. However, it is appreciated that individual support needs may vary and that further 
adjustments may need to be considered and implemented. 
 
The QAA Code of Practice regarding Students with Disabilities makes reference to the 
selection and admission of students with the following precepts 'in selecting students, 
institutions should ensure equitable consideration of all applicants' and 'disabled applicant's 
support needs should be identified and assessed in an effective and timely way, taking into 
account the applicant's views'.  
 
Bath Spa University – Admissions Process  
Bath Spa University is committed to admissions processes that are equitable for all 
applicants. Applications from candidates who have disclosed a disability are therefore 
considered in the same way as any other application and an initial decision will be made that 
is based upon the candidate's academic merit and potential, without discrimination.  
However, there are certain circumstances in which the University will be unable to offer an 
applicant a place even if they otherwise meet our entry requirements:  
 

• If there are overriding health and safety concerns  
• If professional requirements cannot be met 
• If necessary reasonable adjustments cannot be made 

 
 The University will work closely with each applicant to ensure full assessment of an 
individual’s learning support needs is conducted. This contact will be facilitated by the 
University’s Student Support Service and the earlier this contact can be initiated, the more 
time will be available to ensure the necessary adjustments can be made. 
 
The University encourages applicants to disclose any disability when they apply by completing 
the relevant section on their UCAS/GTTR or Bath Spa University application form.  
The Student Support Service will then be in contact with an applicant to discuss their learning 
support requirements. Please note this contact will primarily be via email, but can be 
facilitated by other means if required. 
 
The codes on the UCAS/GTTR form for Disability/Specific Learning Difference (including 
dyslexia)/medical condition box are:  
A No disability  
B You have a social/communication impairment such as Asperger’s Syndrome/other autistic 
spectrum disorder  
C You are blind or have a serious visual impairment   
D You are deaf or have a serious hearing impairment  
E You have a long standing illness or health condition such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, chronic 
heart disease, or epilepsy  

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/Section3Disabilities2010.pdf


F You have a mental health condition, such as depression, schizophrenia or anxiety disorder  
G You have a specific learning difficulty such as dyslexia, dyspraxia or AD(H)D  
H You have a physical impairment or mobility issues,  
I You have a disability, impairment or medical condition that is not listed above  
J You have two or more impairments and/or disability medical conditions  
 
If an applicant discloses a disability or long-term medical condition, the applicant will be sent 
a Learning Support Requirement Questionnaire to complete and return to the Student 
Support Service at Bath Spa University.  
 
In the unlikely event that the University is unable to provide the necessary support, Student 
Services will liaise with the applicant with regard to the options available to the applicant. 
Once all options have been explored, the University will confirm whether it can offer the 
applicant a place on their chosen course, or at Bath Spa University.  
 
If an enquirer or applicant has any questions  about learning support at BSU and how this is 
managed, please contact the Bath Spa University Student Support Service .  

studentsupport@bathspa.ac.uk 

01225 876543 

mailto:studentsupport@bathspa.ac.uk

